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FUTURE HEALTH RESEARCH AND INNOVATION FUND STRATEGY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.06 pm]: On behalf of the 
Minister for Health, Hon Roger Cook, I rise to announce the tabling of the “WA Future Health Research and 
Innovation Fund Strategy 2020–2022”. The strategy sets a vision for the FHRI fund, which is the centrepiece 
of our government’s commitment to driving health and medical research, innovation and commercialisation in 
Western Australia. The interest earned on the Western Australian Future Fund, which is our sovereign wealth fund, 
will provide a secure long-term funding source for high-calibre local health and medical research, innovation and 
commercialisation. These initiatives are designed to improve the health and prosperity of all Western Australians 
and the sustainability of the health system, and to advance the state’s standing as a leading centre for research 
and innovation. 
Coinciding with the release of the strategy, we recently announced the fund’s advisory council. Chaired by HBF CEO 
John Van Der Wielen, other eminent members include Dr Glenn Begley, CEO, BioCurate; Mr Kane Blackman, 
community representative; Professor Sandra Eades, dean of medicine, Curtin University; Ms Dale Fisher, CEO, 
Silver Chain Group, and adjunct professor at Monash University and Swinburne University of Technology; Professor 
Christina Mitchell, AO, Executive Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, Monash University; 
Mrs Vicki O’Donnell, CEO, Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services Ltd; Dr David Russell-Weisz, director general 
of the Department of Health and a non-voting member; and Mr Richard Sellers, acting director general of the 
Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation and a non-voting member. 
The strategy has been developed by the Department of Health, in consultation with stakeholders. Future strategies 
will be developed by the advisory council. With the guidance of the advisory council, the FHRI fund will now 
work towards the implementation of the strategy’s vision through programs and initiatives that align with identified 
priorities. These programs and initiatives will be instrumental in driving a forward-thinking agenda to promote 
WA as a global leader in health and medical research and innovation at a time when the profile and significance 
of these fields has never been greater. I table the strategy. 
[See paper 4539.]  
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